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*** Belcarra Stage 3 update

In relation to the other proposals various issues are
raised for your consideration and comment.

We recently received this correspondence from Bill
Hastie, Manager Local Government Policy at the
Department of Local Government, Racing and
Multicultural Affairs (DLGRMA).

We would be happy to meet with you to discuss the
proposals. Please provide any comments to me by COB
on Friday, 23 August 2019.

“The Department is developing a regulation to amend
the Local Government Regulation 2012 (LGR) and City
of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (COBR) in respect of the
following proposals:
•

the response to the recommendations of the
Queensland Audit Office Report: Managing
local government rates and charges
•
mandatory public consultation on council’s
budget
•
sale of land for arrears of rates
•
reporting of budget vs actual figures
•
council-controlled entities - publication of
financial statements and notification when
entity created.
To help inform the development of the proposals the
Department has prepared a set of discussion papers
seeking stakeholder feedback on each of the
proposals.
In respect of the proposals relating to councilcontrolled entities, definitive proposals for
amendments to the LGR and COBR have been
identified, based on feedback provided by
stakeholders on earlier versions of the proposals
circulated for comment in December 2018.

Following consideration of any comments received,
the Department will develop proposed amendments to
the LGR and COBR for each of these matters and will
circulate another set of discussion papers seeking
further stakeholder feedback on the proposed
amendments.”
We have combined the discussion papers into a
single document and we would welcome any
comments you might have.

*** Model code for neighbourhood
design
All new residential developments in Queensland could
have more walkable street layouts, better
connectivity, footpaths with street trees for shading,
and better access to parks and public open space,
following the release for public consultation of a new
model code for neighbourhood design.
Healthier urban design
In a move designed to improve health and
neighbourhood design throughout the state, Minister
for Planning Cameron Dick said the new standards
could become compulsory for new developments.
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Minister Dick said “Our built environment has a huge
impact on how active and healthy people are. With
some relatively simple improvements to the current
planning framework, we can better ensure all new
developments are walkable and encourage active
living, which will help improve the health of all
Queenslanders”.
“We live in a hot climate and in a recent Department
of Transport and Main Roads survey 24 percent of
Queenslanders said lack of shade and shelter along
their walking route was a major barrier to walking in
Queensland.

Consultation is open until 1 September 2019. To find
out more and to have your say. Click here to view the
new model code.

*** Noosa Council proposed meeting
reforms
At the Noosa Council OM on 20 June 2019 the
following motion was moved by Cr Ingrid Jackson and
seconded by Cr Tony Wellington:
That in line with the Local Government Act principle
“transparent and effective processes, and decisionmaking in the public interest”, Council agree to:

“This code is about getting the fundamentals of new
development right, creating walkable, grid-like street
layouts, better connectivity, footpaths with street
trees for shading, and better access to parks and
public open space.”

1.

A new code by 2020
Mr Dick said elements of the model code could be
become mandatory by the end of 2019.

OSCAR: While this would be desirable in an ideal world,
OSCAR recognises that there is a place for informal
discussions between councillors, with council staff
etc that do not require being held in public –
provided no decisions are made in these
meetings/workshops/forums.
NB: The next phase of LG reform proposals includes
tightening of controls on the use of Briefing session
by councils.

“While some councils and developers are exceeding
the benchmarks we are setting, we want to make sure
all new development meets community
expectations,” he said.
“This will provide greater certainty for the
development community about what is expected of
new development and ultimately provide better
designed communities for home buyers and renters.”

2.

Elements of the code which could become mandatory
by the end of the year include:





Grid-like street networks with fewer cul-desacs
footpaths complemented by street trees on
both sides of most streets
street blocks no longer than 130 m with
longer blocks having mid-block pedestrian
breaks
parks and open spaces within comfortable
walking distance of every dwelling.

Consultation underway
Mr Dick said this was a policy for the community and
feedback would be sought on how best to make our
communities more active, connected and safe.
“Whether you live in an inner-city suburb or a remote
part of Queensland, this is a policy with benefits for
every Queenslander. I want to hear from all
Queenslanders about the challenges they have in their
neighbourhoods, from lack of footpaths to poor
shading, and what we can do to improve these things
in new developments.”
“We want Queenslanders to be able to move easily
and comfortably around their neighbourhood.

Make all informal councillor meetings on council
matters open to the public, including councillor
workshops, briefings and discussion forums, unless
declared to be closed for reasons listed in Section
275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012.

Request the CEO to make the schedule of such
informal councillor meetings publicly available,
including any reasons for closure, and to ensure
records are kept of recommendations and decisions
made at such meetings and included as an
addendum to the minutes of the succeeding
Ordinary Meeting.

OSCAR: Again, while this would be desirable, see our
response above.
3.

Institute a public question time at each Ordinary
Meeting, during which members of the public may
ask questions of Council as a whole, the mayor and
councillors, and record the questions and answers in
the Ordinary meeting minutes.

OSCAR: We strongly support this suggestion.
4.

Provide lists of the members of council reference
groups, focus groups, stakeholder forums,
roundtables, advisory committees and the like on
the Council website and have a policy requiring
members to declare and record conflicts interest.

OSCAR: We support this suggestion.
5.

Rescind the 21 June 2018 Council resolution which
exempted Committees from the keeping of minutes
and request the CEO to ensure minutes of each
Committee Meeting are taken under Section 272 of
the Local Government Regulation 2012.

OSCAR: We support at the very least the keeping and
publishing of Meeting Notes (as is currently done
for General Committee meetings) for both the
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Services and Organisation Committee and the
Planning and Environment Committee.
NB: The next phase of LG reform proposals includes
the requirement that “All council committees will
need to keep minutes” along with other reforms on
the requirements for agenda and minutes.
6.

As in the 21 June 2018 resolution, note that the
Planning and Environment Committee, Services and
Organisation Committee and General Committee
meetings will continue to note the movers and
seconders of motions in accordance with section 270
of the Local Government Regulation 2012.

OSCAR: We support this suggestion.
7.

Record in the minutes and any live record notes the
names of the Councillors present and how they each
voted at Council and Committee meetings.

OSCAR: We strongly support this suggestion. We have
previously advocated for this change to
Noosa Council meeting procedure as we think the
community has the right to know how individual
councillors vote on each issue. This level of
accountability transcends any desire to be seen as
a “united voice” on issues decided at council
meetings.
8.

Live stream Planning & Environment Committee and
Services & Organisation Committee meetings and
make such recordings available for future public
viewing.

OSCAR: We support this suggestion provided the additional
cost of doing so is small (and we suspect that
would be the case). In supporting this suggestion
we acknowledge that there is a reasonable amount
of repetition of what is said by councillors in the
P&E and S&O Committees in both the General
Committee Meeting and the Ordinary Meeting.
9.

Investigate bookmarking of agenda items in archived
meeting videos for ease of access.

OSCAR: Again, we support this suggestion provided the
cost is not too high.
10.

Publicise that under existing Noosa Council Standing
Orders deputations by the public “may be received
at a meeting where written application has been
received and the Mayor has agreed to such
deputation”.

OSCAR: This suggestion seems reasonable.
11.

Publicise that under existing Noosa Council Standing
Orders “the local government may allow a nonmember to participate in the discussion of a
particular item of business before the local
government on conditions decided by the local
government”.

OSCAR: This suggestion seems reasonable, perhaps with
the words “and at the discretion of Council” added.
12.

Publicise upcoming Council and Committee meetings
in a variety of ways, including prominent display on

Council’s website, social media and newspapers,
highlighting agenda topics and providing links to
agendas, attachments and the live streaming
webpage, and after meetings publicise the links to
meeting notes, minutes and archived meeting
videos, as relevant.
OSCAR: We would require additional information on this
suggestion – ie how does this compare with what
the Council already does?
13.

Request the Chief Executive Officer to take the
necessary steps to implement these actions by the
end of September 2019.

OSCAR: We support this timeframe for implementation of
any of these recommendations that are accepted
by Council.

The above motion was deferred as follows (moved
Cr Frank Wilkie, seconded Cr Frank Pardon):
That debate on the Notified Motion be deferred to
the Ordinary Meeting on 15 August 2019 in order to:
A.

B.

C.

D.

Receive a report from the Chief Executive Officer on
videoing/live streaming of Council meetings in
accordance with the Council decision of 20
December 2018 (Ref. Item 6, Page 16);
Receive a report from the Chief Executive Officer on
a new set of Standing Orders for Council in
accordance with the Council decision of 20
December 2018 (Ref. Item 15, Page 10);
Receive a report from the Chief Executive Officer on
current and proposed legislative changes to the
Local Government Act by the State Government that
will impact on Council’s governance arrangements;
and
Receive a report from the Chief Executive Officer on
any other matters in the Notified Motion that will
enable Councillors to consider the costs, practical
implications and legal aspects of the issues raised in
the Notice of Motion.

OSCAR largely supports the recommendations
contained in the Cr Jackson motion; they are mostly
consistent with submissions we have made to the
ongoing LG Reform process being conducted by the
State Government and include reforms to meeting
procedure we would like to see adopted for all
councils in Queensland.
We welcome any comments members would like to
make on this issue prior to the Ordinary Meeting of
Noosa Council on 15 August 2019.

*** Sunshine Coast Airport Master Plan
2040
Sunshine Coast Airport Master Plan 2040 is a blueprint
to shape the future airport development over the next
two decades and beyond, meeting the needs of a
thriving region. Have your say by submitting feedback
online by 9 August 2109.
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*** LNP position on aspects of public
transport on the Sunshine Coast
In a recent email to OSCAR from Andrew Powell, Glass
House Mountains MP, Andrew made the following
points:
To clarify, let me make the following very clear:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

I, and the LNP Sunshine Coast MPs, strongly agree
with the Sunshine Coast Regional Council that there is
a desperate need for mass movement public transport
on the southern half of the Sunshine Coast coastal
strip (think Maroochydore to Caloundra and on to
Caloundra South).
At the time we met, we had been told that TMR were
undertaking an analysis of that need and considering
the best public transport solutions to address that.
Based on that, I and my colleagues took a technologyblind approach to what that solution might be.
We have subsequently been informed that piece of
work was never funded and never commenced and
instead the State Government has recently provided
funding to the Sunshine Coast Regional Council to
complete a full business case of the public transport
solution required – encompassing the Council’s
preferred solution of Light Rail.
I and my LNP Sunshine Coast MPs await the outcome
of that study. And as with other projects on the Coast
(e.g. the hospital, airport, Maroochydore PDA, North
Coast Rail) we will work with Council and our Federal
colleagues to deliver the infrastructure the Coast
needs.
With regards to the CAMCOS/Heavy Rail Corridor, I
and my colleagues await the outcome of the Coast
Connect Fast Rail business case being led by Ted
O’Brien MP.

distances to the tidal zone or the declared fish habitat
area of the river by using the incorrect highest
astronomical tide.
Vegetation buffers: Plans have essentially ignored the
provision of effective buffers to native vegetation and
particular wetlands with separation distances being
reduced to only metres in places.
Settlers Park: The roundabout design and bike-way
threatens heritage-listed mango trees within an
important signature park.
Need: An Overriding Need in the Public Interest
(ONPI) has not been demonstrated for this intensive
urban development to justify exemption from
compliance with the planning scheme.
And there's lots more issues you can check out here.
Then click on the

button.

The State Government, and likely the Council, have
requested further information from Stockland on a
number of substantial issues, so stay up to date with
the impressive Twin Waters West & Surrounds Inc
community group who compiled a comprehensive
submission and provided pertinent information for
the community.

*** SCRC Community Grants

*** What's next with Twin Waters
West?
[Source: Sunshine Coast Environment Council]

The public notification period for yet another
inappropriate development proposed for 104 ha on
the Maroochy River Floodplain referred to as Twin
Waters West closed on 5 July. The majority of the 150
submissions lodged with Council object to the
development.
Some grounds warranting refusal of this application
by Stockland include:
Flooding: Flood modelling has shown increased flood
levels to the Maroochy River Conservation Park and to
Maroochy Waters and Maroochydore and the
motorway.
Habitat protection: Residential lots, roads, alkaline
seepage from fill, and saline seepage displacing fresh
ground water from the lake are all located well inside
the trigger buffer distances for EPBC-listed species of
the water mouse and wallum froglet.
Maroochy River riparian area: Development plans
have failed to establish the correct separation
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*** Caloundra Electorate Community
Awards

Caloundra Electorate Community Awards shine
bright for another year!
22 July saw the official opening of nominations for the
seventh annual Caloundra Electorate Community
Awards. There are so many dedicated people and
organisations who add to the richness of our
electorate which extends from Caloundra out to the
Hinterland.
Please nominate a business, community group or
individual doing outstanding work in your local area.
Nomination categories:
Young Achiever of the Year
Young Sport Achiever of the Year
Sport Achiever of the Year
Environmental Contributor of the Year
Community Volunteer of the Year
Community Group of the Year
Community Event of the Year
Business Achiever of the Year
Caloundra Hall of Fame Identity

It can create niche markets for products, services,
facilities and practices. This is significant for the
agricultural, forestry, fisheries and tourism sectors. It
will assist businesses to grow while attracting more
investment to our region. That means more jobs for
local people.
Sunshine Coast Council has a clear vision for what
we’re hoping to achieve for our region. A UNESCO
Biosphere credential will support us to maintain and
enhance our economy, lifestyle and environment for
future generations. It aligns with our vision to be
Australia’s most sustainable region - healthy, smart,
creative.
Have your say
You are invited to contribute to informing Council’s
proposal to nominate the local government area to
become a UNESCO Biosphere via the survey below.
You can also:



Learn more about the proposed biosphere for the
Sunshine Coast.
Have your questions about the proposed Sunshine
Coast Biosphere answered.

Find out more about the UNESCO Biosphere program.

*** Cooloola Great Walk
[Source: Sunshine Coast Environment Council]

Nominations close
Friday 27 September
Awards presentation
9.30 am, Friday, 11 October
CCSA Hall
1 Nutley St, Caloundra

The Cooloola Great Walk in the Great Sandy National
Park is home to some of the region’s most stunning
natural environment, unique wildlife and fascinating
ancient cultural heritage.

*** SCRC Biosphere Nomination
Sunshine Coast Council is leading a nomination for the
local government area to become a UNESCO
Biosphere. A biosphere is a special place. It's where
responsible development and people living
sustainably sits alongside active conservation - just
like our region.
Becoming a biosphere would further enhance the
Sunshine Coast’s national and international
reputation.

As part of its ecotourism initiatives, the Queensland
Government has announced three shortlisted
businesses for the Cooloola Great Walk opportunity
that are progressing into the Request for Detailed
Proposal stage. The shortlisted businesses have been
invited to further develop their concepts and
proposals which could include low-impact ecoaccommodation (in addition to existing walkers'
camps along the trail), guided tours and additional
bushwalking experiences.
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Have your say on the future of the Cooloola Great
Walk, and the types of businesses and activities that
should be allowed there.

2 October and 29 October 2019
Sunshine Coast Coalition of Community Boards

Feedback is open until August 22 and can be
accessed here.
NB

OSCAR members Tony Gibson, Richard Dennis
and Greg Smith completed this wonderful
5-day walk in October of last year; it was a
memorable experience.

*** Upcoming events and key dates
On-going
Free Online Governance Training- Community Door
You can access free online governance training
materials and resources through this link.
Sunshine Coast Coalition of Community Boards
Web: http://cocb.org.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/coalitionvoice
10 August 2019
Maroochydore city centre open day
THE first stage of Sunshine Coast Regional Council's
new Maroochydore city centre site will officially open
to the public with a free people's day on Saturday,
August 10.
SunCentral CEO John Knaggs said residents and
visitors are invited to explore, engage with and
celebrate the new city centre when it welcomed the
public for the first time with a free program of events,
education and entertainment across the day and into
the evening.
During the open day event, visitors can walk, cycle
and explore the first section of the new
Maroochydore city centre site and participate in a
range of activities and events for all ages from 11 am,
until an evening performance begins at 6 pm.
15 August 2019
Noosa Council Ordinary Meeting
6:00 pm at Council Chambers in Tewantin – view
agenda.
22 August 2019
SCR Council Ordinary Meeting
9:00 am at Council Chambers in Nambour – view
agenda.
7 & 8 September 2019
QLGRA Public forum and AGM

\

*** Current SCRC “Have your Say”
opportunities
Draft Sunshine Coast Design Strategy Part A – Values
and Design Principles
SCRC is developing a design strategy to inspire and
encourage good design of new communities,
buildings, streets and spaces.
Sunshine Coast Regional Council is one of the largest
local governments in Australia, serving a diverse
community of more than 320,000 residents. The
Sunshine Coast includes many natural features and
buildings that reflect the outstanding attributes of this
region. Like our community, Council values these
elements and is seeking to ensure they are embraced
within the proposed Sunshine Coast Design Strategy.
The Design Strategy will be a resource for anyone
influencing design on the Sunshine Coast. This
includes: design professionals, planners, developers,
home owners, renovators and buyers, builders,
certifiers and Council.
The strategy will encourage good design and
development of new communities, buildings, streets
and spaces that reflect and respect what we love
about the Sunshine Coast.
From June 2018 - February 2019, design professionals,
planners, developers, professional bodies, community
groups, the wider community and Council, all took
part in engagement activities for the development of
the draft Sunshine Coast Design Strategy’s values and
design principles.
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The activities produced 4 key values:





We love our climate
We are embedded in and framed by the
natural environment
We treasure our ocean and waterways
We are a community of communities

To help protect and promote the values, a set of
9 design principles have been developed. In addition,
there are a series of priority actions to help illustrate
designing with these principles in mind.
The design principles are:










Work with the local climate
Create places that respect and incorporate
landscape
Bring our culture, arts and heritage to life
Capture and frame natural views and create
vistas
Strengthen and extend a network of
environmental and green corridors linking
places
Be inspired by local and natural materials
Make shady streets that put people first
Create inclusive places that can be enjoyed by
everyone
Ensure places are resilient and ready for
change

For more information visit Council’s Have your Say
site to view the draft Strategy and provide your
feedback and ideas before 15 August 2019.

*** Current “Your Say Noosa”
opportunities
Advertising Devices – Proposed Local Law
Amendments
Advertising devices will no longer be regulated by
Council’s new planning scheme. Both temporary and
permanent advertising devices will instead be
regulated under a local law framework when the new
planning scheme comes into effect.
Draft amendments to Council’s local laws have now
been prepared (proposed local law) to consolidate
advertising device provisions currently operating
under The Noosa Plan and two local laws.

membership does not give you voting rights you will
have all other entitlements of membership.
WHY BOTHER? One measure of the credibility of
OSCAR is the number of formal members, who have
committed to OSCAR’s aims and objectives, it has
irrespective of whether you are already a member of
one of our member organisations. It also means you
can take part in OSCAR activities if you do not belong
to a resident or community group.
HOW? Easy, just complete our online application
form.

*** Candidates for March 2020 LG
elections
Council elections due in 243 days …
OSCAR will attempt to provide the names of people
who declare their candidacy for the 28 March 2020
council elections as we become aware of them.
If any OSCAR member becomes aware of someone
declaring their candidacy please let us know.
It goes without saying that listing a candidate’s
name in this context is for information purposes only
and DOES NOT imply support or endorsement from
OSCAR.
Confirmed
SCRC
Division 2 – Brady Sullivan
Incumbent: Cr Tim Dwyer, Deputy Mayor
Division 5 – Richard Bruinsma
Note: Incumbent Cr Jenny McKay has announced
she will not be seeking re-election.
Potential
SCRC
Division 9 - Alex Watson
Note: Cr Stephen Robinson has not confirmed
whether he will seek re-election at this stage.
Division 10
Note: Cr Greg Rogerson has announced he will not
be seeking re-election.
Noosa Council
Note: Noosa is an undivided council so councillor
candidates represent the whole LGA.

Visit Council’s Your Say Noosa page for more
information.

*** Have you thought about joining
OSCAR as an individual member?

NB

If you wish to unsubscribe at any time please
reply with REMOVE in the subject line

If you are not already an individual member of OSCAR
(Associate or Student) please give consideration to
becoming one. There is no membership fee for
individual membership; while this class of
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