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*** Have you thought about joining
OSCAR as an individual member?
If you are not already an individual member of OSCAR
(Associate or Student) please give consideration to
becoming one. There is no membership fee for
individual membership; while this class of
membership does not give you voting rights you will
have all other entitlements of membership.
WHY BOTHER? One measure of the credibility of
OSCAR is the number of formal members, who have
committed to OSCAR’s aims and objectives, it has
irrespective of whether you are already a member of
one of our member organisations. It also means you
can take part in OSCAR activities if you do not belong
to a resident or community group.
HOW? Easy, just complete our online application
form.

2.

3.

4.

5.

*** Noosa Council proposed meeting
reforms
At the Noosa Council OM on 20 June 2019 the
following motion was moved by Cr Ingrid Jackson and
seconded by Cr Tony Wellington:

6.

That in line with the Local Government Act principle
“transparent and effective processes, and decisionmaking in the public interest”, Council agree to:
1.

Make all informal councillor meetings on council
matters open to the public, including councillor
workshops, briefings and discussion forums, unless

7.

declared to be closed for reasons listed in Section
275 of the Local Government Regulation 2012.
Request the CEO to make the schedule of such
informal councillor meetings publicly available,
including any reasons for closure, and to ensure
records are kept of recommendations and decisions
made at such meetings and included as an
addendum to the minutes of the succeeding
Ordinary Meeting.
Institute a public question time at each Ordinary
Meeting, during which members of the public may
ask questions of Council as a whole, the mayor and
councillors, and record the questions and answers in
the Ordinary meeting minutes.
Provide lists of the members of council reference
groups, focus groups, stakeholder forums,
roundtables, advisory committees and the like on
the Council website and have a policy requiring
members to declare and record conflicts interest.
Rescind the 21 June 2018 Council resolution which
exempted Committees from the keeping of minutes
and request the CEO to ensure minutes of each
Committee Meeting are taken under Section 272 of
the Local Government Regulation 2012.
As in the 21 June 2018 resolution, note that the
Planning and Environment Committee, Services and
Organisation Committee and General Committee
meetings will continue to note the movers and
seconders of motions in accordance with section 270
of the Local Government Regulation 2012.
Record in the minutes and any live record notes the
names of the Councillors present and how they each
voted at Council and Committee meetings.
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8.

9.
10.

11.

12.

13.

Live stream Planning & Environment Committee and
Services & Organisation Committee meetings and
make such recordings available for future public
viewing.
Investigate bookmarking of agenda items in archived
meeting videos for ease of access.
Publicise that under existing Noosa Council Standing
Orders deputations by the public “may be received
at a meeting where written application has been
received and the Mayor has agreed to such
deputation”.
Publicise that under existing Noosa Council Standing
Orders “the local government may allow a nonmember to participate in the discussion of a
particular item of business before the local
government on conditions decided by the local
government”.
Publicise upcoming Council and Committee meetings
in a variety of ways, including prominent display on
Council’s website, social media and newspapers,
highlighting agenda topics and providing links to
agendas, attachments and the live streaming
webpage, and after meetings publicise the links to
meeting notes, minutes and archived meeting
videos, as relevant.
Request the Chief Executive Officer to take the
necessary steps to implement these actions by the
end of September 2019.

The above motion was deferred as follows (moved
Cr Frank Wilkie, seconded Cr Frank Pardon):

We welcome any comments members would like to
make on this issue.

*** SCRC Biosphere Nomination
Sunshine Coast Council is leading a nomination for the
local government area to become a UNESCO
Biosphere. A biosphere is a special place. It's where
responsible development and people living
sustainably sits alongside active conservation - just
like our region.
Becoming a biosphere would further enhance the
Sunshine Coast’s national and international
reputation.
It can create niche markets for products, services,
facilities and practices. This is significant for the
agricultural, forestry, fisheries and tourism sectors. It
will assist businesses to grow while attracting more
investment to our region. That means more jobs for
local people.
Sunshine Coast Council has a clear vision for what
we’re hoping to achieve for our region. A UNESCO
Biosphere credential will support us to maintain and
enhance our economy, lifestyle and environment for
future generations. It aligns with our vision to be
Australia’s most sustainable region - healthy, smart,
creative.

That debate on the Notified Motion be deferred to
the Ordinary Meeting on 15 August 2019 in order to:

Have your say
You are invited to contribute to informing Council’s
proposal to nominate the local government area to
become a UNESCO Biosphere via the survey below.

A.

You can also:

B.

C.

D.

Receive a report from the Chief Executive Officer on
videoing/live streaming of Council meetings in
accordance with the Council decision of 20
December 2018 (Ref. Item 6, Page 16);
Receive a report from the Chief Executive Officer on
a new set of Standing Orders for Council in
accordance with the Council decision of 20
December 2018 (Ref. Item 15, Page 10);
Receive a report from the Chief Executive Officer on
current and proposed legislative changes to the
Local Government Act by the State Government that
will impact on Council’s governance arrangements;
and
Receive a report from the Chief Executive Officer on
any other matters in the Notified Motion that will
enable Councillors to consider the costs, practical
implications and legal aspects of the issues raised in
the Notice of Motion.

The motion was carried 5/1.
OSCAR largely supports the recommendations
contained in the Cr Jackson motion; they are largely
consistent with submissions we have made to the
ongoing LG Reform process being conducted by the
State government and include reforms to meeting
procedure we would like to see adopted for councils
in Queensland.




Learn more about the proposed biosphere for the
Sunshine Coast.
Have your questions about the proposed Sunshine
Coast Biosphere answered.

Find out more about the UNESCO Biosphere program.

*** SCRC 2019/20 Budget
Some of the highlights of council’s $848 million
budget include:






$225 million for roads and transport
infrastructure and services, cycleways and
pathways, stormwater assets and public lighting
$85 million for managing, maintaining and
upgrading our parks and gardens, sporting
venues, recreation parks, trails and facilities
$119 million for the operations and improvements
to our community including venues, disaster
management services, libraries, cemeteries and
public health services
$174 million for our environment programs and
services, including management, maintenance
and enhancement of our beaches, foreshores,
coastal infrastructure and canals; bushland
conservation and habitat; and improving the
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health of our rivers, streams, estuaries and water
bodies
$162 million for economic initiatives – which
includes developing the new runway at the
Sunshine Coast Airport ($105 million); delivering
the International Broadband Submarine Cable
network ($14.4 million); continuing the
Maroochydore city centre development ($16.6
million); a range of local business support and
investment attraction services; and continuing
support to attract and host major events.

See the Council’s overview of the budget here.
For more detail on the SCRC budget click here.

*** Audit finds new CBD project at
“high” risk
(Source: Bill Hoffman, Sunshine Coast Daily, 19 June 2019)

A lag in completing forecast sales has caused the
Maroochydore Priority Development Area to be rated
at a high risk of being unable to deliver a "viable and
contemporary city centre" according to a report to be
presented to Sunshine Coast Council on Thursday.
SunCentral announced last month it was looking for
corporate partners to assist delivery of the balance of
the project but denied it was looking at off-loading it
despite an information memorandum that suggested
that intent.
The assessment of SunCentral's corporate governance,
to be tabled [last] Thursday, found "the strategic risk
Priority Development Area - Precincts 1 - 7 inability to
deliver a viable and contemporary city centre as per
the SunCentral Maroochydore Statement of Corporate
Intent 13 May 2015" was assessed and rated as "high"
in the council's risk register for the period ended 31
December 2018.
The concern was reported to the council audit
committee on January 29, SunCentral Maroochydore
Shareholder Representative Group on January 30 and
a special meeting for region making projects, closed to
the public, on February 28.
The major factors contributing to the "high" risk would
be identified as project governance, controls and
project reporting and a lag in realisation of forecast
sales from original projections.
In a March update to Corporate Risk Register risk
mitigation, SunCentral was to undertake a governance
review, develop a four-year community engagement
strategy, undertake a review of the contract of sale
timeframe, revise project staging and start an
expression of interest process for balance of land and
to provide a targeted investment attraction and
marketing strategy for the site.

The targeted investment and marketing attraction
strategy would be presented to the Audit Committee
on September 9.
Earlier this month SunCentral in response to questions
from the Sunshine Coast Daily said no decision had
been made to sell the balance of the Maroochydore
CBD project and that was not the intention of the
information memorandum and invitation for
expressions of interest released in May.
That document stated "SunCentral Maroochydore Pty
Ltd is inviting expressions of interest from experienced
development and capital groups, or consortia,
interested in undertaking and facilitating the
development of all or part of this major urban
regeneration opportunity".
It was headed 'Maroochydore City Centre Balance
Land Development".
A SunCentral spokesperson said "it is not intended to
sell the balance of the project and no such decision
has been made. The Invitation for expressions of
interest is seeking development partners to fund and
build buildings and precincts within the next stages of
the project. This is entirely consistent with the delivery
model".
The expression of interest offer included 121,590 sq m
of pre-approved developable land, made up of
150,000 sq m of commercial floor space, 65,000 sq m
of retail floor space and 2000 dwellings across
precincts three, four, five, six and seven.
Precinct two was identified as being planned for
community facilities, entertainment precinct and hotel
which would be part of a separate procurement
process.
However, groups or consortia interested in also
engaging with the precinct have been encouraged to
make that known.
The document said SunCentral envisaged the preferred
group or consortia would provide innovative solutions
which sought to assist with the planning and
development of real estate assets and associated
infrastructure while reflecting the project vision and
requirements of the development scheme.
"SunCentral is committed to working with
organisations and consortia to create a flexible,
attractive and mutually beneficial commercial
arrangement for progressive delivery of developments
within the project," it stated.
"The development opportunity under this Information
Memorandum includes the delivery of retail,
commercial, residential and complementary uses for
the entirety of precincts 4, 5, 6 and 7 and the
remaining uncommitted lots within precinct 3.
"Further lots within precinct 3 may be added to the
opportunity if anticipated commitments do not
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crystallise. Full statutory precinct plans associated
with the development scheme will be provided on
request."
The sale offer comes after SunCentral has struggled to
find single-lot buyers through its own marketing
efforts.
The spokesperson put total outlays to date at $59m to
the end of May, an amount that included neither the
$44m plus relocation of Horton Park Golf Club nor
property resumptions and new roadworks needed to
support the project.
He said nine lots had been sold with a further eight
under contract or advanced commercial negotiation.
The spokesperson said the majority of lots in stage 1A
were the subject of commercial negotiation "with lots
sales occurring when terms are agreed".
The information memorandum said some sales in the
existing precinct three may not "crystalise" and could
be added to the offer.
The spokesperson said the State Government's
Maroochydore City Centre Priority Development Area
captured the project's design and intent but there
would be "some flexibility" offered potential
purchasers, "regarding locating various uses and
activities within the priority development area, along
with some aspects of detailed design, provided such
things remain consistent with the scheme's primary
objectives".
The Sunshine Coast Business Council in a statement
supported what it described as SunCentral's
"engagement with the market to seek partners to
undertake and facilitate the development of the
Maroochydore City Centre Project Balance Land
Development".
CBRE Commercial sales agent Tony Justo said with
commercial vacancy rates already the highest in the
country at 21 per cent, the Evans Long development
and the new Sunshine Coast Council tower would add
another 9000 sq m to the market as well as vacating
"B-grade" buildings the council currently occupies.
He said vacancy rates in Birtinya at 39.55 per cent
were higher than at the peak of the Global Financial
Crisis (36 per cent) with owners across the region
offering prospective tenants incentives (discounts) of
up to 50 per cent over five years and 25 per cent over
four.

*** Sekisui House - UPDATE NO 15
Since we last reported on the Sekisui Appeal,
Development Watch Inc. (DW) has been involved in
several conferences and a Court Review. The purpose
of the Court Review (held on 10 and 15 May) was to
determine whether the case was on track for a Trial in
September (as was ordered by the Court back in

February this year). It was agreed a Trial in November
was more realistic and a tentative date of 18
November 2019 was allocated for three (3) weeks at
Maroochydore.
A further Court Review has been set down for 19 July
at which time it will be determined whether the
matter is in fact on track for a Trial in November. If all
is on track, the dates will be confirmed, a Courtroom
booked and a Judge allocated to come up from
Brisbane. If all is not on track, it will be up to the
parties and the Court to decide on alternative dates.
In the meantime, however, we need to plan for a Trial
commencing on 18 November 2019 and we would ask
that you note this tentative date in your diary.
As the case progresses, we are becoming more and
more aware of the substantial cost involved. Whilst
we have managed to meet our costs to date, those
costs will now increase substantially in the months
leading up to the Trial. We will therefore be relying on
the community and affected residents to donate
generously, to ensure our legal team can afford to
spend as much time as possible to prepare for the
case, and thus provide the best chance of success at
the Trial. Without your help, our chances of success
will be diminished.
This Court case is being run by DW in conjunction with
the Second Appellant, the Sunshine Coast
Environment Council (SCEC). Friends of Yaroomba Inc.
have also been working with us to fundraise. SCEC
have now set up a fundraising platform and tax
deductible donations can be made to their Sekisui
Fight Fund account as follows:
Bendigo Bank, Account name: SCEC Gift Fund
BSB: 633 000
A/C No: 140763806
Ref: YBA
Donate online here.
For a receipt, email finance@scec.org.au or call 5441
5747. You can donate anonymously if you wish.
What You Can Also Do to Help - JOIN DW now ($10).
Go to our website www.developmentwatch.org.au
and download our membership form OR contact our
Treasurer (Tony) on 0417 001 590 or Secretary
(Rosemary) on 0448 102 288.
Thanking you, Development Watch Inc.

*** Sunshine Coast Airport Master Plan
2040
Sunshine Coast Airport Master Plan 2040 is a blueprint
to shape the future airport development over the next
two decades and beyond, meeting the needs of a
thriving region.
Have your say by submitting feedback online.
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*** Upcoming events and key dates
On-going
Free Online Governance Training- Community Door
You can access free online governance training
materials and resources through this link.
Sunshine Coast Coalition of Community Boards
Web: http://cocb.org.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/coalitionvoice

25 July 2019
SCR Council Ordinary Meeting
11:00 am at Council Chambers in Nambour – view
agenda.
7 & 8 September 2019
QLGRA Public forum and AGM

4 July 2019

*** Current SCRC “Have your Say”
opportunities
Sunshine Coast Community Strategy 2019-2041
12 July 2019
Council is currently developing a new Community
Strategy for our region. The new Sunshine Coast
Community Strategy 2019-2041 will replace the
current Social Strategy 2015. It will continue to build
on the achievements of the current Social Strategy
with the intention of creating an even stronger
community as we grow over the next 20 years.
Council is calling upon all of our community and
stakeholders to help shape our new Community
Strategy. We aim to generate ideas for actions that
will make us an even stronger community – by
working together. The feedback received from this
phase of engagement will help to finalise the
Community Strategy and develop an action plan to
support its delivery.
Visit Council’s Have your Say site to view the draft
Strategy and provide your feedback and ideas before
19 July 2019.
18 July 2019
Noosa Council Ordinary Meeting
6:00 pm at Council Chambers in Tewantin – view
agenda.
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*** Current “Your Say Noosa”
opportunities
Advertising Devices – Proposed Local Law
Amendments
Advertising devices will no longer be regulated by
Council’s new planning scheme. Both temporary and
permanent advertising devices will instead be
regulated under a local law framework when the new
planning scheme comes into effect.

*** Follow-up from TWWS Open Day
OSCAR, with the assistance of member group Twin
Waters West & Surrounds Inc, held a successful open
day on Sunday, 23 June 2019 at Pacific Paradise State
School with information booths, guest speakers and
pro forma submissions available.

Draft amendments to Council’s local laws have now
been prepared (proposed local law) to consolidate
advertising device provisions currently operating
under The Noosa Plan and two local laws.
Events Policy
Events play an important role in celebrating and
promoting our cultural, community and
environmental values.
Events add to the culture and vitality of the shire but
need to be well managed in order to maintain Noosa's
liveability and environment.

The open day was a great success - thank you to those
who attended and to those subscribing for monetary
donations.

Council recently endorsed a draft Events Policy
applying to events on community land that require a
permit.

TWWS secured hundreds of submissions which is a
good start. TWWS is continuing with its final
submission which is a technical elaboration of nonconformities and other issues not yet drafted in lay
terms.

Visit Council’s Your Say Noosa page for more
information.

*** Compassionate Communities SC
Gillian Hall (Dulong Futures) made a presentation at
the last OSCAR meeting on the operation of
Compassionate Communities Sunshine Coast which
can be viewed here.

*** LG related petition
The following petition is worth supporting:
“A council must not meet the legal costs of legal
proceedings initiated by a councillor under any
circumstance ... This includes the legal costs of a
councillor seeking advice in respect of possible
defamation, or in seeking a non-litigious remedy for
possible defamation"
1. Councillors or Executives must not use ratepayer
funds or instruments (insurance policies or loans) to
begin or defend any private or personal litigation
matters.
2. Any policy approved by any council which is in
conflict of 1 above shall be void.
3. Councils must not make a policy which can be of
personal benefit to or for Councillors, Council
Executives or Council staff, or of a private personal
benefit to individual associates.
Petition link.

The pro forma submission is available here - please
print, sign and add your own comments - these
personal comments are very important as council and
councillors cannot discount your submission as just a
pro-forma; your comments might represent your
genuine concerns and could relate to the kangaroos,
erosion, flooding, scenic amenity, planning for climate
change in our vulnerable coastal communities, traffic
egress, insurance etc.
Post (not recommended):
The Assessment Manager
Sunshine Coast Regional Council
Locked Bag 72, Sunshine Coast Mail Centre
QLD 4560
Email:
As the pro-forma is a Word document you can fill this
out and note in the ‘signature’ box: “sent via e-copy”
and then email as an attachment to:
mail@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
Subject: The Assessment Manager MCU18/0350 and
RAL18/0199
Submission period closes 5 July (this Thursday) make sure you lodge your objections by the deadline.
This is your last and only chance to make a comment
on the development footprint of the masterplan. Only
stages 1 & 2 are covered under this development
application: subsequent stages 3-6 will be Code
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Assessable which means you will have no future right
of submission or appeal.
We are also seeing code assessable development
applications being lodged and approved that are well
outside the planning scheme in terms of heights,
density and other matters found in the Sunshine
Coast planning scheme so now, and only now, is the
time to raise your concerns.

NB

If you wish to unsubscribe at any time please
reply with REMOVE in the subject line

*** Candidates for March 2020 LG
elections
Council elections due in 271 days …
OSCAR will attempt to provide the names of people
who declare their candidacy for the 28 March 2020
council elections as we become aware of them.
If any OSCAR member becomes aware of someone
declaring their candidacy please let us know.
It goes without saying that listing a candidate’s
name in this context is for information purposes only
and DOES NOT imply support or endorsement from
OSCAR.
Confirmed
SCRC
Division 2 – Brady Sullivan
Incumbent: Cr Tim Dwyer, Deputy Mayor
Division 5 – Richard Bruinsma
Note: Incumbent Cr Jenny McKay has announced
she will not be seeking re-election.
Potential
SCRC
Division 9 - Alex Watson
Note: Cr Stephen Robinson has not confirmed
whether he will seek re-election at this stage.
Division 10
Note: Cr Greg Rogerson has announced he will not
be seeking re-election.
Noosa Council
Note: Noosa is an undivided council so candidates
stand for election for the whole LGA.
Mayor - Brendan Weatherill
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