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*** Recent OSCAR submissions
OSCAR has recently made submissions on the
following:




DLGRMA – Financial Reforms for local
government
SCRC – Design Strategy
Sunshine Coast Airport – Master Plan 2040

These can be accessed here.

*** Planning reforms
OSCAR has been part of regular meetings (along with
other peak groups) with Department of State
Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and
Planning staff advocating for reform to Planning laws
in Queensland.
Our primary concerns so far have been in relation to
the following:
1 (a) Lack of transparency of decision making by
council planning staff and councillors. There are far
too many code assessments of development
applications (eg 98% on the Gold Coast) which lock
the community out of the opportunity to lodge an
objection and appeal to the Planning and
Environment Court if necessary.
(b) In addition to this is the practice of giving excessive
relaxations of density, height, setbacks, parking and
community space continues apace, with no
demonstrated community benefit for the purported
improved performance.
(c) Aligned with these issues is the lack of assessment
of the cumulative impact of approved development
applications in any one area. While each development

might be assessed on its merits the failure of the
planning system to consider the context of the
approved development in terms of cumulative impact
is negatively impacting on ordinary suburbs and
residents can no longer have any certainty that the
character of their neighbourhood will be maintained.
2 No deemed approvals. The maintenance of the
practice of deemed approvals must be removed and
the planning system revert back to the previous
system of deemed refusals, as the current system is
being exploited by some developers, especially in
those areas with high volumes of applications.
3 Short time frames. Time frames for community
objections/ submissions on complex developments
are too short. The one size fits all time frame for
simple and complex development applications is
unfair to the general public, who do not have at their
disposal ready access to planning experts often
needed to make informed submissions.
4 Poor definitions and loose performance outcomes.
The subjective interpretation by council planning staff
of terms such as public interest, amenity, community
need, and community wellbeing is not acceptable. It is
essential to ensure that when planning instruments
including planning schemes use terms such as “public
benefit”; “community need” or “community
wellbeing” these terms are defined in the planning
instrument (in a form that can be evaluated) so the
community has some input and a clear indication of
the scope of that term. Best practice planning
guidance should be issued to all councils urging them
to minimise the use of discretionary statements,
vague terms and opportunities for exceptions to be
made. Performance outcomes should be tightly
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drafted to ensure clarity and serve as the ‘final say’ on
the requirements for development. Exceptions should
occur rarely and on well justified grounds by
reference to the planning scheme as it applies in the
area of the application.
5 Environment and biodiversity protection. In
development applications in areas of good quality
conservation value the Department of Environment
should have the status of a concurrence agency
returned to it. Too often environmental matters are
ignored or minimised in favour of growth and jobs.
This is clearly seen in the lack of inadequate planning
legislation to protect koalas and their habitat despite
their listing as Vulnerable under the EPBC Act and
worthy of protection and conservation under the
Nature Conservation Act.

*** Model code for neighbourhood
design
All new residential developments in Queensland could
have more walkable street layouts, better
connectivity, footpaths with street trees for shading,
and better access to parks and public open space,
following the release for public consultation of a new
model code for neighbourhood design.

Healthier urban design
In a move designed to improve health and
neighbourhood design throughout the state, Minister
for Planning Cameron Dick said the new standards
could become compulsory for new developments.
Minister Dick said “Our built environment has a huge
impact on how active and healthy people are. With
some relatively simple improvements to the current
planning framework, we can better ensure all new
developments are walkable and encourage active
living, which will help improve the health of all
Queenslanders”.
“We live in a hot climate and in a recent Department
of Transport and Main Roads survey 24 percent of
Queenslanders said lack of shade and shelter along
their walking route was a major barrier to walking in
Queensland.
“This code is about getting the fundamentals of new
development right, creating walkable, grid-like street
layouts, better connectivity, footpaths with street
trees for shading, and better access to parks and
public open space.”

A new code by 2020
Mr Dick said elements of the model code could be
become mandatory by the end of 2019.
“While some councils and developers are exceeding
the benchmarks we are setting, we want to make sure
all new development meets community
expectations,” he said.

“This will provide greater certainty for the
development community about what is expected of
new development and ultimately provide better
designed communities for home buyers and renters.”
Elements of the code which could become mandatory
by the end of the year include:





Grid-like street networks with fewer cul-desacs
footpaths complemented by street trees on
both sides of most streets
street blocks no longer than 130 m with
longer blocks having mid-block pedestrian
breaks
parks and open spaces within comfortable
walking distance of every dwelling.

Consultation underway
Mr Dick said this was a policy for the community and
feedback would be sought on how best to make our
communities more active, connected and safe.
“Whether you live in an inner-city suburb or a remote
part of Queensland, this is a policy with benefits for
every Queenslander. I want to hear from all
Queenslanders about the challenges they have in their
neighbourhoods, from lack of footpaths to poor
shading, and what we can do to improve these things
in new developments.”
“We want Queenslanders to be able to move easily
and comfortably around their neighbourhood.
Consultation is open until 1 September 2019. To find
out more and to have your say.
Click here to view the new model code.

*** Noosa Council meeting reforms
OSCAR was pleased to be in attendance for some of
last Noosa Council’s OM (Thursday, 15 August) which
broke a record for the length of an ordinary meeting
and included a number of decisions that make Noosa
Council an even better exemplar of transparency in
local government. Well done Noosa councillors.
Councillors voted to:

REVIEW OF COUNCIL MEETING LIVE STREAMING
AND VIDEO OPERATIONS
That Council note the report by the Chief Executive
Officer to the Services & Organisation Committee
Meeting dated 6 August 2019 and:
A. Continue to live stream Council’s General
Committee, Ordinary and Special Council Meetings
and continue to make the video recording of these
meetings available for future viewing on Council’s
YouTube channel;
B. Request the Chief Executive Officer to introduce
bookmarking of the meeting videos (commencing
from the August 2019 meetings) to make it easier for
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viewers to follow the meeting based on individual
agenda items and further, that the back catalogue of
meeting videos be progressively bookmarked as time
and resources allow;

by Council including details of Council appointments
to such groups and all group members.

C. Request the Chief Executive Officer to regularly
publicise the availability of live streaming of Council’s
General Committee, Ordinary and Special Council
Meetings and the availability of the video recordings
of those meetings which are accessible on Council’s
YouTube channel;

*** Maroochydore City Centre
Development Scheme approved

D. Continue to note that video recordings are not the
final record of the meeting and that the meeting
minutes are the official record those meetings; and
E. Note that at this stage, Council will not undertake
live streaming of meetings other than the Council’s
General Committee, Ordinary and Special Council
Meetings for the reasons outlined in the report by the
Chief Executive Officer.
Carried unanimously.

REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS FOR COUNCIL
MEETINGS
D. Request the Chief Executive Officer to record the
names of Councillors and how they voted on all
decisions and recommendations at Council meetings
commencing in September 2019;
E. Note that the new Standing Orders include the
provision for public question time which would be
undertaken in accordance with Public Question Time
Guidelines and request the CEO to develop such
Public Question Time Guidelines for Council adoption
noting that the provisions of the Standing Orders in
relation to public question time will not commence
until those Guidelines have been adopted by Council;
and
F. Request the Chief Executive Officer to promote the
availability of petitions, deputations, presentations
and public question time at Council meetings as one
way in which the community can engage with our
Council through our meeting processes and in
particular, update information available on Council’s
website in relation to these options as well as
periodically promoting these issues using other
Council communication channels.
Carried unanimously.

REVIEW OF ISSUES RAISED IN NOTIFIED MOTION
OF 20 JUNE 2019
That Council note the report by the Chief Executive
Officer to the Services & Organisation Committee
Meeting dated 6 August 2019 and request the Chief
Executive Officer to include on Council’s website,
details of all reference groups, focus groups,
stakeholder forums, roundtables, advisory
committees and the like that have been established

Carried unanimously.

Minister for State Development, Manufacturing,
Infrastructure and Planning
The Honourable Cameron Dick
Greater housing diversity and a new Maroochydore
CBD will be accommodated in the Maroochydore City
Centre Priority Development Area after the state
government approved changes to the PDA’s
development scheme.
Minister for State Development, Manufacturing,
Infrastructure and Planning Cameron Dick said the
revised scheme will help accommodate predicted
population growth in the Sunshine Coast region.
“According to ShapingSEQ, the South East
Queensland Regional Plan, an additional 53,700
dwellings will be needed within Sunshine Coast urban
areas by 2041,” Mr Dick said.
“Maroochydore is ideally placed to deliver more
apartment living options for the region, and these
changes will enable the city centre to grow and thrive.
“The recent announcement by Pro-invest to seek
approval for a 167-room Holiday Inn Express & Suites
demonstrates the attractiveness of Maroochydore
City Centre.”
“It’s exciting to see more investors taking a serious
interest in development in this flourishing part of
Queensland.”
Maximum building heights have been increased in
some areas to accommodate additional growth.
Development will also need to meet various design
requirements relating to things like residential privacy
and access to natural light.
Sunshine Coast Mayor Mark Jamieson said the
approval will help council meet urban infill targets set
under the SEQ regional plan and capitalise on new
opportunities.
“The increase in residential dwellings from 2000 to
4000 apartments would help our region cater for
forecast population growth over the next 20 years,”
Mr Jamieson said.
“It will also assist us in pursuing an important
objective of locating our region’s growth in areas
connected to facilities, services, transport networks
and key employment areas.
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“Maroochydore City Centre is ideally placed to
accommodate some of this forecast growth, so it’s
only appropriate it plays its part.

10 September 2019

“Momentum and awareness of our new city centre is
continuing to grow, and this is a major project that
will help shape the Sunshine Coast as Australia’s
leading healthy, smart and creative region.”
The proposed Maroochydore City Centre PDA
Development Scheme Amendment No. 2 was publicly
notified from 23 November 2018 to 14 January 2019.
Forty-five submissions were received, and after
considering the feedback, with specialist advice,
refinements were made to the development scheme
to reflect community views.
Learn more about the Maroochydore City Centre PDA
here.
Click here to see the submission OSCAR made in
relation to this.

*** Upcoming events and key dates
On-going
Free Online Governance Training- Community
Door

19 September 2019
Noosa Council Ordinary Meeting
6:00 pm at Council Chambers in Tewantin – view
agenda.

You can access free online governance training
materials and resources through this link.

19 September 2019
SCR Council Ordinary Meeting

Sunshine Coast Coalition of Community Boards

9:00 am at Council Chambers in Caloundra – view
agenda.

Web: http://cocb.org.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/coalitionvoice

2 October and 29 October 2019

4 September 2019

7 & 8 September 2019
QLGRA Public forum and AGM
Click here for details.
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*** Current SCRC “Have your Say”
opportunities

Council is proposing an amendment to the Sunshine
Coast Planning Scheme 2014 and its Planning Scheme
Policies to revise and update the planning scheme
provisions relating to cultural heritage.
The proposed amendment identifies new and
modified local heritage places, character areas,
character buildings and local plan elements, while
removing some existing local heritage places from the
planning scheme. The proposed amendment also
includes revised assessment provisions in the Heritage
and Character Areas Overlay Code that broaden
requirements for specific works, as well as improve
the clarity and efficiency of the planning scheme.
The proposed amendment is designed to give effect
to a key action arising from the Sunshine Coast
Heritage Plan 2015 (Action 1.1.3 - Undertake a review
of the Sunshine Coast Planning Scheme 2014 by
updating the local heritage register (and overlay
mapping) contained within the planning scheme).
The proposed amendment to the Planning Scheme
Policy for the Heritage and Character Areas Overlay
Code includes a complete revision of all heritage place
and character area information, resulting in a
significant expansion of the information available on
each place.
A key aspect of the proposed amendment is the
inclusion of a greater number of places which
represent post-World War II heritage, coastal urban
settings and leading contemporary architecture of
outstanding quality. In this way, the proposed
amendment is intended to reflect a broader range of
themes relevant to the settlement and development
of the Sunshine Coast in the historic era following first
contact between Aboriginal people and Europeans
(post-contact).
As part of recent investigations into post-contact
cultural heritage, thematic history studies have been
prepared to provide a supporting contextual overview
of the Coast’s post-contact history.
The proposed amendment is subject to public
consultation from Monday 19 August until 4.30 pm on
Monday 16 September.
A copy of the proposed planning scheme amendment
package (Amendment Instrument) and explanatory
information (Explanatory Memorandum) can be
accessed at:


Council’s administration buildings in:
o Maroochydore - 10 First Avenue Maroochydore

o

Nambour - Cnr Currie and Bury Streets
Nambour
o Caloundra - 1 Omrah Avenue Caloundra
 viewed at all Council libraries, and
 downloaded from Council’s proposed Planning
Scheme Amendment – Historic Cultural Heritage
webpage.
Please refer to Council’s proposed Planning Scheme
Amendment – Historic Cultural Heritage webpage for
details on how to make a submission about the
proposed amendment.
For further information, please contact Council’s
Strategic Planning Branch on (07) 5420 8953 or email
planningscheme@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au or visit
Council’s Have your Say site. Submissions close on
Monday, 16 September 2019.

Other consultation opportunities
There are also a number of Local Law and
Public Interest Reviews that are open for comment.
*** One of the reviews relates to Construction Site
Noise
Building sites may soon be given permission to make
noise from early in the morning to late at night, under
a proposal being considered by the Sunshine Coast
Council.
Construction noise on building sites must only occur
between 6.30 am and 6.30 pm, from Monday to
Saturday, under the current rules.
But the council is considering a change to local law so
developers could apply for an exception.
Developers would need to submit an extensive
application “justifying extraordinary circumstances”
for the noise and agree to deactivate “reversing
beepers and squawkers.”
Under the proposal, “amplified communication
devices” would also be banned, limiting workers to
two-way radios only.
Sites would need a 24-hour telephone number for
complaints.
Consultation is open until Monday, 23 September
2019 via the council’s website: View details here.

*** Current “Your Say Noosa”
opportunities
Visit Council’s Your Say Noosa page for current
opportunities for comment.

*** Have you thought about joining
OSCAR as an individual member?
If you are not already an individual member of OSCAR
(Associate or Student) please give consideration to
becoming one. There is no membership fee for
individual membership; while this class of
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membership does not give you voting rights you will
have all other entitlements of membership.

NB

If you wish to unsubscribe at any time please
reply with REMOVE in the subject line

WHY BOTHER? One measure of the credibility of
OSCAR is the number of formal members, who have
committed to OSCAR’s aims and objectives, it has
irrespective of whether you are already a member of
one of our member organisations. It also means you
can take part in OSCAR activities if you do not belong
to a resident or community group.
HOW? Easy, just complete our online application
form.

*** Candidates for March 2020 LG
elections
Council elections due in 214 days …
OSCAR will attempt to provide the names of people
who declare their candidacy for the 28 March 2020
council elections as we become aware of them.
If any OSCAR member becomes aware of someone
declaring their candidacy please let us know.
It goes without saying that listing a candidate’s
name in this context is for information purposes only
and DOES NOT imply support or endorsement from
OSCAR.
Confirmed

SCRC
Division 2 – Brady Sullivan
Incumbent: Cr Tim Dwyer, Deputy Mayor
Division 4 – Todd Forrest
Incumbent: Cr John Connolly
Division 5 – Richard Bruinsma
Note: Incumbent Cr Jenny McKay has announced
she will not be seeking re-election.
Potential

SCRC
Division 9 - Alex Watson
Note: Cr Stephen Robinson has not confirmed
whether he will seek re-election at this stage.
Division 10
Note: Cr Greg Rogerson has announced he will not
be seeking re-election.

Noosa Council
Note: Noosa is an undivided council so councillor
candidates represent the whole LGA.
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