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*** Recent OSCAR submissions 
OSCAR has recently made submissions on the 
following: 

 DLGRMA – Financial Reforms for local 
government 

 SCRC – Design Strategy 

 Sunshine Coast Airport – Master Plan 2040 

These can be accessed here. 

*** Update - closed sessions of council 
Cr Jason O’Pray made a claim about his voting record 
on closed sessions at last week’s PFAS information 
session at the Maroochydore RSL which needs to be 
put in context based on facts. 

This week the SCRC will reach the 200 milestone – 
the number of closed sessions of Council in the 
current term. 

This is not a record to be proud of and compares very 
unfavourably with the 16 such sessions in Noosa for 
the same period. 

As you can see from the figures below, which indicate 
how often each Councillor has voted against going 
into closed session, Cr O’Pray does have the second 
least appalling record but it is not something he 
should be seeking praise for given the actual numbers. 

86% of all decisions to go into closed session to date 
have been unanimous. Further, some of his colleagues 
have never voted against moving into closed session 
which suggests a regrettable failure of Councillors to 
forensically assess the recommendations from the 
CEO to do so before exercising their votes. 

SCRC Councillor To August 2019 

Jamieson 0 

Baberowski 0 

Dwyer 0 

Cox 1 

Connolly 1 

McKay 1 

Dickson 0 

Hungerford 5 

O'Pray 16 

Robinson 0 

Rogerson 21 

*** Walk for the North Shore 

 

mailto:mail@oscar.org.au
http://www.oscar.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/OSCARSunshineCoast
https://www.oscar.org.au/members/submissions/
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Join a morning WALK along the beautiful NATURAL 
beaches north of the Maroochy River, from Power 
Memorial Park Mudjimba north to Birrahl Park, 
Yaroomba, a distance of about 7 km. A shorter walk 
can also be completed, by starting at the Marcoola 
SLSC, about 3.5 km.  

This event is being run by Coolum and North Shore 
Coast Care and Friends of Yaroomba, as a fundraiser 
for the Court Appeal against the outrageous approval 
of Sekisui’s highrise high density hotel and apartments 
beside Yaroomba Beach. 

But more than that, it is an opportunity for you to 
show how much you care about keeping the Sunshine 
Coast’s beaches unspoilt for residents and visitors and 
friendly to our native wildlife, particularly our 
endangered loggerhead turtles. 

How much do you value your natural beach – blue 
ocean, golden sand, green backdrop along the dunes? 
Registration costs $25. Your registration provides a 
lovely morning on the beach with family or friends, a 
swim between the flags to cool off at the end (or on 
the way), good company when you arrive at Birrahl 
Park, a sausage (or vegetarian) sandwich and soft 
drink at the end and a completion certificate. 

Also we ask you to try to raise another $100 per 
person. How? Have a BBQ, do a car boot or garage 
sale, pass the hat around at work or school. 

More details and registration at Eventbrite. 

*** The Blue Heart Project 
The Blue Heart is an area of more than 5,000 hectares 
in the Maroochy River Catchment. It contains 
important environmental features and acts as a 
critical flood storage area to protect the catchment 
from flood impacts. 

Blue Heart project objectives  
The Blue Heart project aims to protect and manage 
the most critical areas of the floodplain. At a regional 
level it enables us to: 

 take a proactive approach to understand and 
manage the impacts of coastal hazards 

 establish a significant and complex wetland 
and floodplain for our region 

 enhance water quality of the Maroochy River 
system. 

The land within the Blue Heart area is held for: 

 conservation 

 generation of renewable energy 

 water quality nutrient offsetting 

 vegetation offsetting 

 open space purposes. 

Partners 
At its core is an area of around 1200 hectares, which is 
under the care and control of Blue Heart partners: 

 Sunshine Coast Council 

 Department of Environment and Science 

 Unitywater. 

Blue Heart project partnership opportunities 
The Blue Heart will strengthen the Maroochy-Noosa 
Wallum Corridor. The area has high biodiversity values 
as recognised at a state and national level. It is also 
council's ambition to:  

 provide parkland, sports fields and open space 
areas for the community 

 attract more visitors to the region 

 provide high value ecotourism and cultural 
tourism opportunities.  

Council will also work with landholders so they may 
access new land management options. This will 
include facilitating discussions on funding from new 
industries, such as blue carbon.  

Throughout the life of the Blue Heart, council will seek 
the support of partners, external agencies and major 
corporations. 

Blue Heart project focus areas 
The Blue Heart area is on a natural floodplain and is a 
critical flood storage area which protects the natural 
and built environment in the Maroochy River 
catchment from flood impacts. 

At times, tidal inundation impacts the area. We expect 
this to be a regular occurrence as the climate changes. 
It is likely that much of the area is becoming 
increasingly susceptible to incremental tidal 
inundations. 

Due to these future changes, council hopes to work 
with landholders and local communities to explore 
land-use options for private properties. These options 
aim to build future economic and environmental 
resilience, while retaining a focus on flood hazard 
management. 

It's an area where the careful management of land 
and water can lead to positive outcomes for the 
environment, our community and our economy. 

There are several projects underway in the Blue 
Heart: 

 Yandina Creek Wetland - Aerial Image 

 Yandina Creek Wetland 

 Sunshine Coast Solar Farm 

 Coolum Creek Conservation Park 

 Yandina Creek Hydrological Study 

 Coolum Creek Environment Reserves 

 Maroochy Wetlands Sanctuary 

 Recreation Trail 

For more information click here. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/keep-it-natural-on-the-maroochy-north-shore-beach-walk-tickets-71935851067
https://www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/Council/Planning-and-Projects/Major-Regional-Projects/The-Blue-Heart
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*** Regional economic development 
plan unveiled 

[Source: SCRC website] 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council has launched the 
second five-year implementation plan for the 20-year 
Sunshine Coast Regional Economic Development 
Strategy 2013-2033 (the REDS). 

The Strategy and its first five-year implementation 
plan were launched in September 2013. 

Since 2013, the implementation of the initiatives 
identified in the Strategy has driven a significant shift 
in the performance of the Sunshine Coast economy. In 
that time, the Sunshine Coast economy grew by 
almost $5 billion, there are now more than 23,500 
additional jobs in our high-value industries, more than 
500 new businesses opening annually, and household 
incomes have increased by 25% based on the data 
available when the strategy was first released.  

In addition, the region has $12.5 billion in public and 
private investment underway or in the pipeline 
fuelling growth in a number of industries across the 
region that are expected to generate increased long-
term, careers for the local community.  

On the back of the region-shaping projects, the 
Sunshine Coast now enjoys the second highest 
percentage of jobs growth in the State. 

The four goals in the Strategy – growing our economy, 
generating more high value employment, increasing 
exports and improving household incomes – remain at 
the heart of the next five year implementation plan. 

Mayor Jamieson also acknowledged the efforts and 
contributions of business, industry, the University of 
the Sunshine Coast and the other tiers of government 
in achieving the results so far and encouraged the 
continuation of the collaboration to deliver a stronger 
and more resilient economy. 

Under the next five-year Implementation Plan, a suite 
of 40 actions will be delivered from 2019 to 2023 to 
drive greater opportunities and prosperity for the 
Sunshine Coast and its residents.  

Read the REDS Implementation Plan 2019-23 and 
summary documents here. 

*** SCRC Transport Community Group 
OSCAR is represented on this group. The following 
items were discussed at the last meeting held on 
Tuesday, 20 August 2019. 

1 Welcome & Apologies  
Cr Rick Baberowski (Chair) opened the meeting and 
welcomed members. 

The Chair highlighted the importance of transport on 
the Sunshine Coast and pointed out an article in the 
Courier Mail of the day regarding 2031 congestion and 

extended travel times based on Infrastructure 
Australia data.  

2 Presentation – Ridescore/TravelSmart   
Colleen Penny and Nigel Walker from the TravelSmart 
team gave an informative and interesting 
presentation on Council’s Ridescore school program 
which, among other benefits, looks at relieving 
congestion generated by school traffic.  

 Currently have eight schools identified for 
recruiting  

 An App will be available   

 School community support  

 Support from Qld Department of Education  

 Funding needed for the GPS beacons which 
are attached to bikes.  

3 Presentation – Liftango/University of the 
Sunshine Coast   

Paul Camilleri gave an outline of the Liftango project 
at the University of the Sunshine Coast.  The steps 
taken to implement and integrate the system along 
with some challenges were discussed.  The 
engagement tools with students and staff were 
highlighted.  

4 E-scooters  
There was open discussion on the topic of E-scooters 
and personal mobility devices.  

 Rules for personal mobility devices can be 
found here 

 Brisbane currently has two 1 year licenses 
with Lime-S and Neuron 

 Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast currently have 
none 

 Consideration needs to be given to:  
o Geofencing 
o Safety concerns 
o Docking 
o Speed limitations 
o Traffic regulations  
o Tourist areas / multilingual signage 
o Community awareness and behaviour 

change 
o Revenue stream for infrastructure.  

5 Presentation – Russell Johnson/Active 
Transport overseas 

Held over for future presentation.  

6.  Mooloolaba to Maroochydore Cycleway 
(M2M)  

Peter Duffy presented the vision and goal for the 
Mooloolaba to Maroochydore Cycleway (M2M) to be 
partly delivered in partnership with TMR.  
Opportunity for consultation/feedback on part of the 
route will occur shortly. 

7 Member’s Issues   
7.1 Travel Behaviour Change Initiatives (feedback) 

https://invest.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/Economic-Strategy/REDS-Implementation-Plan-2019
•%09www.qld.gov.au/transport/safety/rules/wheeled-devices/personal-mobility-devices
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8 General Business  
8.1 Late apology from Russell Johnson.  

8.2 Liz Harris – Twelve electric bike ride events 
(test ride) held across the Sunshine Coast 
were very popular involving a large number of 
riders.  Opportunity for a two hour ride on a 
range of bikes was helpful and insightful to 
the point of considering a personal purchase.  

8.3 Travel Behaviour Change – Council is currently 
out to market seeking expressions of interest 
from suitably qualified consultants and/or 
consortiums to develop a Travel Behaviour 
Change Program for the Sunshine Coast.  
Members will be kept informed as the project 
procurement process progresses and a 
workshop with the Transport Community 
Group will be scheduled once a preferred 
consultant or consortium has been engaged.  

9 Next Meeting – Tuesday, 12 November, 2019  
Upcoming Presentations  

 Light Rail update – Light Rail Project team 
(next meeting, November 2019)  

 SunCentral – Maroochydore PDA transport  

 Caloundra Road to Sunshine Motorway 
(CR2SM) – TMR Project team  

 Active Transport overseas  

Upcoming Agenda Items  

 Mobility and Autonomous Vehicles  

 Emerging Technologies / Adapting to change  

 Free Bus Services (Holiday/Weekday)  

 Optimising On-Street Parking 

*** Upcoming events and key dates 

On-going 
Free Online Governance Training- Community 
Door 
You can access free online governance training 
materials and resources through this link. 

Sunshine Coast Coalition of Community Boards 
Web: http://cocb.org.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/coalitionvoice 

19 September 2019 
Noosa Council Ordinary Meeting 
6:00 pm at Council Chambers in Tewantin – view 
agenda. 

19 September 2019 
SCR Council Ordinary Meeting 
9:00 am at Council Chambers in Caloundra – view 
agenda. 

2 October and 29 October 2019 

 

*** Current SCRC “Have your Say” 
opportunities 

 

Council is proposing an amendment to the Sunshine 
Coast Planning Scheme 2014 and its Planning Scheme 
Policies to revise and update the planning scheme 
provisions relating to cultural heritage.  

The proposed amendment identifies new and 
modified local heritage places, character areas, 
character buildings and local plan elements, while 
removing some existing local heritage places from the 
planning scheme. The proposed amendment also 
includes revised assessment provisions in the Heritage 
and Character Areas Overlay Code that broaden 
requirements for specific works, as well as improve 
the clarity and efficiency of the planning scheme. 

The proposed amendment is designed to give effect 
to a key action arising from the Sunshine Coast 
Heritage Plan 2015 (Action 1.1.3 - Undertake a review 
of the Sunshine Coast Planning Scheme 2014 by 
updating the local heritage register (and overlay 
mapping) contained within the planning scheme). 

The proposed amendment to the Planning Scheme 
Policy for the Heritage and Character Areas Overlay 
Code includes a complete revision of all heritage place 
and character area information, resulting in a 
significant expansion of the information available on 
each place. 

A key aspect of the proposed amendment is the 
inclusion of a greater number of places which 
represent post-World War II heritage, coastal urban 
settings and leading contemporary architecture of 
outstanding quality. In this way, the proposed 
amendment is intended to reflect a broader range of 
themes relevant to the settlement and development 

https://communitydoor.org.au/boards-and-management-committees/governance-online-training
http://cocb.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/coalitionvoice
https://www.noosa.qld.gov.au/meetings-minutes
https://www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/Council/Council-Meetings/Meetings-Minutes-and-Agendas
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of the Sunshine Coast in the historic era following first 
contact between Aboriginal people and Europeans 
(post-contact). 

As part of recent investigations into post-contact 
cultural heritage, thematic history studies have been 
prepared to provide a supporting contextual overview 
of the Coast’s post-contact history. 

The proposed amendment is subject to public 
consultation from Monday 19 August until 4.30 pm on 
Monday 16 September.  

A copy of the proposed planning scheme amendment 
package (Amendment Instrument) and explanatory 
information (Explanatory Memorandum) can be 
accessed at: 

 Council’s administration buildings in:  
o Maroochydore - 10 First Avenue Maroochydore 
o Nambour - Cnr Currie and Bury Streets 

Nambour 
o Caloundra - 1 Omrah Avenue Caloundra 

 viewed at all Council libraries, and 

 downloaded from Council’s proposed Planning 
Scheme Amendment – Historic Cultural Heritage 
webpage. 

Please refer to Council’s proposed Planning Scheme 
Amendment – Historic Cultural Heritage webpage for 
details on how to make a submission about the 
proposed amendment. 

For further information, please contact Council’s 
Strategic Planning Branch on (07) 5420 8953 or email 
planningscheme@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au or visit 
Council’s Have your Say site. Submissions close on 
Monday, 16 September 2019. 

Other consultation opportunities 
There are also a number of Local Law and 
Public Interest Reviews that are open for comment. 

*** One of the reviews relates to Construction Site 
Noise 

Building sites may soon be given permission to make 
noise from early in the morning to late at night, under 
a proposal being considered by the Sunshine Coast 
Council. 

Construction noise on building sites must only occur 
between 6.30 am and 6.30 pm, from Monday to 
Saturday, under the current rules. 

But the council is considering a change to local law so 
developers could apply for an exception. 

Developers would need to submit an extensive 
application “justifying extraordinary circumstances” 
for the noise and agree to deactivate “reversing 
beepers and squawkers.” 

Under the proposal, “amplified communication 
devices” would also be banned, limiting workers to 
two-way radios only. 

Sites would need a 24-hour telephone number for 
complaints. 

Consultation is open until Monday, 23 September 
2019 via the council’s website: View details here. 

*** Current “Your Say Noosa” 
opportunities 

Visit Council’s Your Say Noosa page for current 
opportunities for comment. 

*** Have you thought about joining 
OSCAR as an individual member? 

If you are not already an individual member of OSCAR 
(Associate or Student) please give consideration to 
becoming one. There is no membership fee for 
individual membership; while this class of 
membership does not give you voting rights you will 
have all other entitlements of membership. 

WHY BOTHER? One measure of the credibility of 
OSCAR is the number of formal members, who have 
committed to OSCAR’s aims and objectives, it has 
irrespective of whether you are already a member of 
one of our member organisations. It also means you 
can take part in OSCAR activities if you do not belong 
to a resident or community group. 

HOW? Easy, just complete our online application 
form. 

mailto:planningscheme@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
https://haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/historic-cultural-heritage
https://haveyoursay.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/local-law-review-proposed-amendments
https://yoursay.noosa.qld.gov.au/
https://www.oscar.org.au/members/join-oscar/
https://www.oscar.org.au/members/join-oscar/
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*** Candidates for March 2020 LG 
elections 

Council elections due in 194 days … 
OSCAR will attempt to provide the names of people 
who declare their candidacy for the 28 March 2020 
council elections as we become aware of them. 

If any OSCAR member becomes aware of someone 
intending to stand for either council please let us 
know. 

It goes without saying that listing a candidate’s 
name in this context is for information purposes only 
and DOES NOT imply support or endorsement from 
OSCAR. 

SCRC 

Confirmed candidates 
Incumbents recontesting 
Cr John Connolly (Division 4) 
Cr Ted Hungerford (Division 8) 

New candidates 
Mayor –  
Division 1 –  
Division 2 – Brady Sullivan 
Division 3 –  
Division 4 – Todd Forrest 
Division 5 – Richard Bruinsma, Tracie Sanim 
Note: Cr Jenny McKay has announced she will not 

be seeking re-election. 

Division 6 –  
Division 7 –  
Division 8 –  
Division 9 –  
Division 10 –  
Note: Cr Greg Rogerson has announced he will not 

be seeking re-election. 

Noosa Council 
Note: Noosa is an undivided council so councillor 

candidates represent the whole LGA. 

Confirmed candidates 
Incumbents recontesting 
Cr Brian Stockwell 

New candidates 
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