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Stormwater Management Strategy
External Consultation

Crispin Smythe (Coordinator Flooding and Stormwater Policy and Planning) 

Nadia Guterres (Senior Engineer Flooding and Stormwater Policy and Planning)
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• Stormwater management will be critical to achieving vision of being:     
“Australia’s most sustainable region: Healthy. Smart. Creative”

• Actively prepare for growth

• Build resilience to climate change

• Growing and diverse asset class, complex to manage

Need for a Stormwater Management 
Strategy?

• Meet the needs and 
expectations of existing and 
future communities

‒ Limit damage to the 
natural environment

‒ Protect from stormwater 
flood hazards

• Critical point in time
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Identifies challenges and opportunities –
now and in the future

Builds upon and consolidates work already 
being done

Clear vision and direction for the future of 
stormwater management

Provides framework, policy directions and 
detailed actions

Raise awareness of the importance of 
effective stormwater management

Provides the big picture and explains why 
decisions are made 

Work together to achieve clear objectives

Purpose of a Stormwater Management 
Strategy?

• Well managed population growth 

• Protected and enhanced waterways 
and beaches.

• Stormwater and rainwater valued as a 
resource

• Regional stormwater treatment 
measures and programs

• More resilient to extremes of drought 
and flood

• Greener urban areas, less impervious 
surfaces

• Stormwater flooding risks minimised 
by protecting overland flow paths
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• Smarter development

• Projects prioritised for community 
benefit

• Prioritised, well planned and 
coordinated maintenance and capital 
works

• Well funded and affordable for 
ratepayers

• Well placed to manage impacts of 
climate change

• Improved agricultural practices and 
erosion and sediment control

• Community understands and values 
effective stormwater management

Vision for Stormwater Management in 2041
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Summary 

• Sunshine Coast context
• Challenges and Opportunities
• Roles and responsibilities
• Goals, vision and objectives
• Strategic directions

Part A

• Council’s stormwater roles and responsibilities
• Detailed Actions (90+)
• Desired Standards of Service 

Part B (subject to regular updates)
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Strategy Content

Part A

Part B

Summary
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Resilient 
and smart

Protected 
and 

healthy

Coordinated 
and well 
managed
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Strategic direction 1.1:

Understanding stormwater flood 
risk and stormwater network 
performance.

• Improved flood mapping

• Detailed modelling of 
stormwater network

• Understanding climate change 
impacts

• Master Drainage Plans
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Strategic direction 1.2: 

Strategic identification and 
designation of land and assets.

• Easements

• Protect overland flow paths

• Identify unsuitably zoned land

• Identify strategic land 
acquisitions

• Regional stormwater treatment

Objective 1: Resilient and smart

Strategic direction 1.3: 

Sustainable, smart and functional 
design.  

• Practical design guidance

• Encourage sustainable design

• Improve resilience
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Strategic direction 2.1:  

Effective stormwater treatment 
and water quality management.

• Erosion and sediment control

• Waterway buffers and 
rehabilitation

• Street sweeping

• Regional stormwater treatment 
delivered through LGIP

• Development delivers its own 
stormwater treatment

• Rectifying/renewing 
underperforming natural assets
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Strategic direction 2.2:  

An informed and engaged 
community and industry.

• Community engagement and 
education

• Increase awareness and 
resilience to stormwater 
flooding

• Collaborative partnerships with 
industry

Objective 2: Protected and healthy

Strategic direction 2.3:

Compliance and accountability  

• RPEQs, builders and certifiers 
accountable

• Revise local laws

• Focus on compliance

• Privately owned stormwater 
quality assets are audited

• Lead by example
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Strategic direction 3.1:

Coordinated management and 
maintenance of stormwater assets

• Clear roles and responsibilities

• Collaboration

• Appreciation of different tasks 
during lifecycle 

• Working groups

• Asset information systems: 
CONFIRM
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Objective 3: Coordinated and well managed

Strategic direction 3.2: 

Appropriate and sustainable levels 
and standards of service.

• Defined desired standards of 
service

• Pipe relining

• Different for existing, infill and 
greenfield

• Based on safety and amenity. 

• Provide funding for renewal of 
natural assets
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Strategic direction 3.3:  

Improved asset management 
and knowledge of stormwater 
assets.

• CCTV, survey

• Condition assessments

• Modern asset management

• All relevant information, e.g. 
maintenance plans

• Future works identified

• Water quality data

• Knowledge informs budgets 
and maintenance

Objective 3: Coordinated and well managed
Strategic direction 3.4:  

Prioritised and coordinated 
delivery of works

• Prioritisation framework

• Link to CHAS

• Rating to inform strategic asset 
management

• Alternative resilience measures

• Coordinate with other 
stakeholders
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Resilient and smart: 
Policy positions
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Resilient and smart: 
Policy positions
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Protected and healthy: 
Policy positions
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Coordinated and well 
managed: Policy positions
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Benefits to Council and the Community
• Funds and resources are directed to where 

the need and potential benefit is greatest

• Work together and share knowledge

• Alignment of Council projects – dual 
benefits

• Guide decision making and planning

• Modern asset management

• Proactive rather than reactive

• Avoid future issues with better planning and 
development guidance

• Transparent and accountable

• Processes in place to accommodate growth and 
infill development

• Processes in place to manage a complex and 
growing asset base

• Plans in place to accommodate and/or adapt to 
a changing climate

• Desired standards of service are sustainable 
and appropriate

• Alternative resilience measures

• Cost savings 

• Used for advocacy

• A healthy, liveable and sustainable region!

• Stormwater assets lack visibility  stormwater management needs to be a focus to 
deliver a sustainable region

• Development intensification

• Green infrastructure

• Climate change

• Modern asset management

• Need the support of wider community, development industry and other levels of 
government to achieve vision.

• STORMWATER VISION 2041: Stormwater is managed for community 
wellbeing and resilience, facilitated by an integrated stormwater network that is
effective, sustainable and contributes to waterway health.
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Key Messages

Game 
changers
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Community Consultation

Incorporate Feedback

Graphic Design and Final Editing

Ordinary Meeting for Council Endorsement

Implementation
Working Groups

Detailed Actions
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Next Steps
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Questions
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Thank you.

See council’s website for further details
www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
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